
Faith Fight Podcast - Leaving The Ways Of The World Behind 
 
From God’s perspective, its pretty clear.  You can love the world and God at the same time.  But some 
Christians struggle with letting go of worldly things and end up coming up with justifications to keep on 
living like the world does.  Today, I’m talking about why we should leave the worlds way of living behind 
us. 
 
 
 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in 
possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its 
desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. – 1 John 2:15-17 
 
Some people think that worldliness is limited to external behavior, the people we associate with or the 
places we go, but worldliness is also internal because it begins in the heart.  Its characterized by three 
attitudes.  

1. Lust of the flesh – preoccupation with gratification physical desires. 
2. Lust of the eyes – craving and accumulating things and bowing to the god of materialism. 
3. Pride of life – obsession with one’s status or importance. 

 
These are the three areas that the devil likes to attack. 
 
 
And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. – 1 
John 2:17 
 
Knowing that this evil world and our desires for its pleasures will end can give us courage to control our 
greedy, self-indulgent behaviour and to continue to focus on doing God’s will. 
 
 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. – Romans 12:2 
 
Christians are called to “not be conformed to this world” with its behaviours or customs that are usually 
selfish and often corrupting. Its only with the Holy Spirit re-educates and redirects our minds that we are 
truly transformed.  This should be your pray as a believer. 
 
 
When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you 
get on your pleasures. You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means 
enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of 
God. – James 4:3-4 
 



There is nothing wrong with wanting a pleasurable life. God gives us good gifts that he wants us to 
enjoy.  But having friendship with the world involves seeking pleasure at others expense or at the 
expense of obeying God.  A pleasure that keeps us from God is sinful. 
“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if your 
eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the 
darkness! – Matthew 6:22-23 
 
Spiritual vision is our capacity to see clearly what God wants us to do and to see the world from His 
point of view.  But this spiritual insight can be easily clouded.  Self-serving desires, interest and goals 
block that vision.  Serving God is the best way to restore it.  A clear eye is on that that is fixed on God. 
 
 
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. – Matthew 6:24 
 
Jesus contrasted heavenly values with earthly values when he explained that our first loyalty should be 
to those things that do not fade, cannot be stolen and never wear out.   We should not be fascinated 
with our possessions and if we are they might possess us.  
 
 
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, 
orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom 
of God. – Galatians 5:19-21 
 
In order to follow the Holy Spirits guidance we must deal with out sinful desires decisively… which is why 
it goes on in verse 24 to say crucify the flesh.  Those who ignore such sins or refuse to deal with them 
reveal that they do not have a transformed heart. 
 
 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. – 1 Timothy 6:10 
 
Greed leads to all kinds of evil like marriage problems, robbery and blow-ups in partnerships. To master 
greed, you must control it at its root.  It is wrong to want to accumulate money just to say that you have 
it.  Money is a tool to be used to advance Gods purposes in your life and as fast as it comes is as fast as it 
can go.  So don’t make it the centre of your daily focus because it has the potential to consume and 
corrupt your life. 
 
 
For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. – Romans 8:13 
 
“Putting to death the deeds of the body” means regarding as dead the power of sin in your body.  When 
we regard sin’s appeal as dead and lifeless, we can ignore temptation when it comes. 
 
 



“To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:   These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the ruler of God’s creation. I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were 
either one or the other!  So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out 
of my mouth. – Revelation 3:14-16 
 
The church in Laodicea had become lukewarm and as a result became distasteful and repugnant. The 
believers didn’t take a stand for anything and indifference lead to idleness.   By neglecting to do 
anything for Christ the church became hardened and self-satisfied.  Don’t settle for following Christ 
halfway.  Let Christ fire you up your faith and get you into the action. 
 
 

Weekly Prayer Plan – Leaving The Ways Of The World Behind 
 
 
How to Use this Template: 
Download and save this document to begin using at the beginning (Monday) of every week.  
Every week will have different bible verses to meditate on based on the Faith Fight Podcast 
episode topic for that week.  Determine the time and place that you will devote to prayer.  The 
below structure is set for one hour and is only used as a guide.  You can adjust your timing if 
necessary.   
 
Time: ______________ 
Place: ______________ 
 
 
5 min – Drawing Near To God 
5 min – Confession 
10 min – God-Centered Petitions 
10 min – Intercessory Prayer 
10 min – Personal Petitions 
15 min – Meditation 
5 min – Praise, Thanksgiving & Closing 
 
 

1. DRAWING NEAR TO GOD - Matt. 6:9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name” 
 
God the Father is the focus of all our prayers. We should never forget what a privilege it is to 
bend our knees on earth and reach almighty God in heaven. 

 

2. CONFESSION - Matt. 6:12 “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us” 
 
When we repent and forgive others, we maintain fellowship with God. But if we hold grudges, 
that fellowship is broken. God loves to answer our prayers when the lines of communication are 
not disrupted. 



 

3. GOD CENTERED PETITIONS Matt 6:10 “Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it 
is in heaven.”    
 
Prayer should reflect a desire to align ourselves with God’s goals and purposes, not to get Him to 
follow our plans. 

 

4. PERSONAL PETITIONS Matt 6:11 “Give us today our daily bread.”  
 
We are dependent upon the Lord for our needs and He wants us to come to Him with our 
requests. 

 

5. MEDITATION Joshua 1:8 “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous 
and successful.” 
 
Meditation is thinking about the word of God to understand what it means in the context of the 
scripture and how it can apply to your life today. The Word of God is powerful enough to still be 
relevant in your life today even though it was written thousands of years ago. 

 
  
Read through the scripture passages for today as listed below:  
 

Meditational Verses 
Monday: Romans 12:1-2 
Tuesday: James 4:3-4 
Wednesday: 1 John 2:15-17 
Thursday: 1 Timothy 6:1-10 

Friday: Romans 8:1-17 

Saturday: Revelation 3:14-22 
Sunday: Galatians 5:19-26 

 
Once you have read the scripture for today, write down your answer to the questions below 
or any other insight/revelation that you receive in your prayer journal.  
 

1. Is there a promise to claim? 
2. Is there a lesson to learn? 
3. Is there a blessing to enjoy? 
4. Is there a command to obey? 
5. Is there a sin to avoid? 
6. Is there a new thought to carry with me? 

 
 

6. PRAISE & THANKSGIVING 1 John 5:14-15 “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—



whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.” 
 

We can end our prayer time with confidence that God has heard our prayer and will 
answer in His perfect timing.  Demonstrate your faith in Him by showing thanks before 
you see the answer to your prayers. 

 

 


